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Proximity refers to 
the way in which  
elements are 
grouped together. 

PROXIMITY
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An effective grid cre-
ates a clear division 
of information. It is 
not a rigid formula, 
but a flexible struc-
ture, a skeleton that 
moves in concert 
with the information.

PROXIMITY



Compositions are 
simplified by group-
ing text, images, and 
white space. When 
proximity isn't used, 
it creates disorga-
nized space and 
complex formats.

PROXIMITY

Jo
se

f M
ül

le
r-

B
ro

ck
m

an
n



Proximity allows 
for visual unity. Two 
related elements 
should be placed in 
close proximity to 
one another.

PROXIMITY
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Guides create a 
structure to ‘hold’  
the content.

The eye processes 
information from the 
top left corner.
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PROXIMITY



Weak perimeter  
edges (no elements 
near the edges)  
create compositions 
that look squeezed.
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PROXIMITY



Design is as much  
an act of spacing as 
an act of marking. 
The positive space is 
as important as the 
negative gaps.
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WHITE SPACE
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WHITE SPACE

Space is an area  
activated by the ele-
ments. It is the active 
and visible distance 
or area between and 
around, above, and 
below or within the 
elements used in one 
project design.
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Golden Section, take the rectangle and create a square within 
it, which you can then divide up again, and so on and so forth.
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The simplest grid consists of a single column of text  
surrounded by margins, called a single-column grid.

Consequat. On et lum vendre feugiat ipit utatum quismodigna commolor ad 
miniatio del esed min vel ilit lorper ing euis at init, sim dolobore et, quametumsan 
ut accumsandit ex exeros nonsed tin eriure eummy nibh eugiamet wis adignissed 
dolore dolorperoDuis nummy nos aut nullut il ulputatuero odolor iureet wissit 
nummy nonsectem ing exer sum quiscipisi.

Lessequatue con ulputet ad et luptat, commodipissi erillan ulla faccum inisis 
eriustin estrud exer sectem qui tat, velessequis ercipsum exerit auguer ing eugait 
niamet prat. Odolore ming et, conum dolorero con henibh er iustrud do odigniamet 
veliquisi etuer se magna commodolor sustrud eu facipisis nonsed tie magnibh 
ex exer iustrud ex eu feugait prat. Ut nibh exeraessisi tis niat, volor alisi tie magna 
feumsandre ming estion ea amconse quisis nummodipisOborero eugue dolobore 
dio consed doloreet, sim quametue core faci euisl utat. Duis augait ad dipit aut 
volorem quipit alis eum dignit laoreLore dolortis er si. La con utat lore corerae 
sequisc iduisis adiamet, vercilla facilit, sendignis eniam at, quat. Irit non heniamcore 
molore magnibh estie mod exer am vel eum dolor sum ad el dolorti scincidunt 
wiscilit nullamet lute tie tatuer suscidui blan ullummy nos ad del et pratis nullut in et 
inim eugiatue exeraesed magna at, conulput praese ercilit praesectet, si.

Ilit autetum zzrit irillan diamet veliquat autatue conse velit lam, si et, consequat 
utpat wis nit luptate core dit la facilis acincipis eugait autat amcommodo conse ex 
erilla commod dit digna facilit autat, quatumsan eugue te et del ex er sum nim vel 
utet inim dipismod minim velis nullan ut veliquam vullan velenim alisl ipisse magnit 
alit iriusto er aut lum ero dignim zzriure doloborem zzrit do core dolor amet ipismod 
olorperosto elit ametue feumsandipit ate tem ip eraesed mod tat iurem nullandre 
esto conullaor aliquiEd tat ut dio consed er alis dolor sequat accummy nonsenibh 
exerat, quat adiat erilit lor at euguer init am, core facinis dunt illa commod tie 
tionullam, sumsan erostrud min utpat, quat. Elit wis et vullam am ipsum inibh 
eliquam corper susci euis nulland ignisissi blaorem adionsectem ipit accumsan 
eum accumsan et vendip eui et autat, con ullam vel do dolor suscilit velesendio 
consent ad erilissent velenim iliquis alit aciduis ciliquatum etum amconulput nim vel 
eniam volore faccum et ea consequam aliquis adigna feugait nostrud tisisl iustisi.

To od doloboreet, sed el ero diamcon ullametue commodigna accum ero odolobo 
rperiliquate dolumsan ea autpat. Met, quam et doloreet num dolore tat ulluptatuer 
autat, core te dolum zzrilis essit ut nostrud exerostrud et veliquis nosto ea 
corperiusto cor sequat. Nim adit esse magnisisi.

Consequat



Consequat. On et lum 
vendre feugiat ipit utatum 
quismodigna commolor 
ad miniatio del esed 
min vel ilit lorper ing euis 
at init, sim dolobore 
et, quametumsan 
ut accumsandit ex 
exeros nonsed tin 
eriure eummy nibh 
eugiamet wis adignissed 
dolore dolorperoDuis 
nummy nos aut nullut il 
ulputatuero odolor iureet 
wissit nummy nonsectem 
ing exer sum quiscipisi.

Lessequatue con 
ulputet ad et luptat, 
commodipissi erillan ulla 
faccum inisis eriustin 
estrud exer sectem qui 
tat, velessequis ercipsum 
exerit auguer ing eugait 
niamet prat. Odolore 
ming et, conum dolorero 
con henibh er iustrud do 
odigniamet veliquisi etuer 
se magna commodolor 
sustrud eu facipisis 
nonsed tie magnibh ex 
exer iustrud ex eu feugait 
prat. Ut nibh exeraessisi 
tis niat, volor alisi tie 
magna feumsandre ming 
estion ea amconse quisis 

Consequat. On et lum 
vendre feugiat ipit utatum 
quismodigna commolor ad 
miniatio del esed min vel ilit 

Consequat. On et lum 
vendre feugiat ipit utatum 
quismodigna commolor 
ad miniatio del esed 
min vel ilit lorper ing euis 
at init, sim dolobore 
et, quametumsan 
ut accumsandit ex 
exeros nonsed tin 
eriure eummy nibh 
eugiamet wis adignissed 
dolore dolorperoDuis 
nummy nos aut nullut il 
ulputatuero odolor iureet 
wissit nummy nonsectem 
ing exer sum quiscipisi.

Lessequatue con 
ulputet ad et luptat, 
commodipissi erillan ulla 
faccum inisis eriustin 
estrud exer sectem qui 
tat, velessequis ercipsum 
exerit auguer ing eugait 
niamet prat. Odolore 
ming et, conum dolorero 
con henibh er iustrud do 
odigniamet veliquisi etuer 
se magna commodolor 
sustrud eu facipisis 
nonsed tie magnibh ex 
exer iustrud ex eu feugait 
prat. Ut nibh exeraessisi 
tis niat, volor alisi tie 
magna feumsandre ming 
estion ea amconse quisis 

Consequat

The more columns you create, the more flexible the grid  
becomes, called a multi-column grid.



In addition to creating vertical zones with the columns of the 
grid, you can also divide the page horizontally.

Consequat

Consequat. On et lum vendre feugiat ipit utatum 
quismodigna commolor ad miniatio del esed min vel ilit 
lorper ing euis at init, sim dolobore et, quametumsan ut 
accumsandit ex exeros nonsed tin eriure eummy nibh 
eugiamet wis adignissed dolore dolorperoDuis nummy 
nos aut nullut il ulputatuero odolor iureet wissit nummy 
nonsectem ing exer sum quiscipisi.

Lessequatue con ulputet ad et luptat, commodipissi 
erillan ulla faccum inisis eriustin estrud exer sectem 
qui tat, velessequis ercipsum exerit auguer ing eugait 
niamet prat. Odolore ming et, conum dolorero con 
henibh er iustrud do odigniamet veliquisi etuer se 
magna commodolor sustrud eu facipisis nonsed tie 
magnibh ex exer iustrud ex eu feugait prat. Ut nibh 
exeraessisi tis niat, volor alisi tie magna feumsandre 
ming estion ea amconse quisis nummodipisOborero 
eugue dolobore dio consed doloreet, sim quametue 
core faci euisl utat. Duis augait ad dipit aut volorem 
quipit alis eum dignit laoreLore dolortis er si. La con 
utat lore corerae sequisc iduisis adiamet, vercilla 
facilit, sendignis eniam at, quat. Irit non heniamcore 
molore magnibh estie mod exer am vel eum dolor sum 
ad el dolorti scincidunt wiscilit nullamet lute tie tatuer 
suscidui blan ullummy nos ad del et pratis nullut in et 
inim eugiatue exeraesed magna at, conulput praese 
ercilit praesectet, si.

Consequat. On et lum 
vendre feugiat ipit utatum 
quismodigna commolor ad 
miniatio del esed min vel ilit 
lorper ing euis at init, sim 
dolobore et, quametumsan 
ut accumsandit ex exeros 
nonsed tin eriure eummy nibh 
eugiamet wis adignissed 
dolore dolorperoDuis nummy 



A modular grid has consistent horizontal divisions from top to 
bottom in addition to vertical divisions from left to right.

Consequat. On et lum vendre feugiat ipit utatum quismodigna 
commolor ad miniatio del esed min vel ilit lorper ing euis at init, sim 
dolobore et, quametumsan ut accumsandit ex exeros nonsed tin 
eriure eummy nibh eugiamet wis adignissed dolore dolorperoDuis 
nummy nos aut nullut il ulputatuero odolor iureet wissit nummy 
nonsectem ing exer sum quiscipisi.

Lessequatue con ulputet ad et luptat, commodipissi erillan ulla 
faccum inisis eriustin estrud exer sectem qui tat, velessequis 
ercipsum exerit auguer ing eugait niamet prat. aut volorem quipit alis 
eum dignit laoreLore dolortis er si. La con utat lore corerae sequisc 
iduisis adiamet, vercilla facilit, sendignis eniam at, quat. Irit non 
heniamcore molore magnibh estie mod exer am vel eum dolor sum 
ad el dolorti scincidunt wiscilit nullamet lute tie tatuer suscidui blan 
ullummy nos ad

Consequat

Consequat. On et lum vendre feugiat 
ipit utatum quismodigna commolor 
ad miniatio del esed min vel ilit lorper 
ing euis at init, sim dolobore et, 
quametumsan ut accumsandit ex 
exero

Consequat. On et lum vendre feugiat 
ipit utatum quismodigna commolor 
ad miniatio del esed min vel ilit lorper 
ing euis at init, sim dolobore et, 
quametumsan ut accumsandit ex 
exero



Law of thirds occur to organize the compositional space.
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Herbert Bayer

ALIGNMENT

Axial alignment is when axis occur, strong visual relationships 
are formed that give the composition a visual order. Central 
axis are stronger, because two or more axis are created.


