
Proximity refers to 
the way in which  
elements are 
grouped together.
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An effective grid cre-
ates a clear division 
of information. 

PROXIMITY



Law of thirds occur to organize 
the compositional space.

PROXIMITY



Design is as much  
an act of spacing as 
an act of marking. 
The positive space is 
as important as the 
negative gaps.

WHITE SPACE



Columns and Alleys: A grid is made up of two main components: 
columns and alleys. Columns are the building blocks of grids. The 
space between columns is referred to as alleys. Together, col-
umns and alleys take up the horizontal width of the screen. 



Columns: The 12-column grid is a popular choice; however, 
select the number of columns you really need for your design. 
There’s no point in using a 12-column grid if an 8 column grid is all 
that is needed.



Horizontal and Vertical Spacing: Horizontal spacing (i.e. the 
space between content blocks) and the vertical spacing (between 
columns) should be consistent, which makes the overall structure 
cleaner and the content easier to visually consume.
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