
Strive for contrast rather than harmony. 

Mixing typefaces on the same line, designers usually adjust 
the point size so the x-heights align. 

Placing typefaces on separate lines, create contrast in scale 
as well as style or weight. Mix big, light type with small, dark 
type for contrasting textures.

Adjust the point size
create contrast small and dark



A typographic hierarchy expresses the 
organization of content, emphasizing 
specific elements.

A visual hierarchy helps readers scan a 
text, knowing where to enter and exit.





Emphasizing a word or phrase within  
a body of text usually requires one  
signal. Italic is standard; however, 
bold, small caps, change in color, or  
a different font works well.





It is important to organize content 
structurally rather than stylistical-
ly. Refer to the parts of the document 
rather than to specific visual attri-
butes.





Centered text is formal and classical. It can look static and 
mournful, like a tombstone.

align center
Align left is a very common and 

easy to read alignment. Align cen-
ter is traditional, only use in tradi-
tional designs. Justify is hard to 

make look good, use later in your 
career.



Flush left text respects the organic flow of language. A bad rag 
can ruin the relaxed appearance. Designers must strive to cre-
ate the illusion of a random, natural edge without  
resorting to excessive hyphenation.

align left
Align left is a very common and 
easy to read alignment. Align cen-
ter is traditional, only use in tradi-
tional designs. Justify is hard to 
make look good, use later in your 
career.



Flush right text can be a welcome departure from the familiar. 
Because flush right text is unusual, it can annoy cautious read-
ers. Bad rags threaten flush right text.

align right
Align left is a very common and 

easy to read alignment. Align cen-
ter is traditional, only use in tradi-

tional designs. Justify is hard to 
make look good, use later in your 

career.



Justified text makes a clean shape on the page. It has efficient 
use of space. Ugly gaps can occur as text is forced into lines 
of even measure. Avoid this by using a line length that is long 
enough in relation to the size of type.

justify center
Align left is a very common and easy 
to read alignment. Align center is 
traditional, only use in traditional  
designs. Justify is hard to make 
look good, use later in your career.

justify all lines
Align left is a very common and easy 
to read alignment. Align center is 
traditional, only use in traditional 
designs. Justify is hard to make 
look good, use later in your career.

justify left
Align left is a very common and easy 
to read alignment. Align center is 
traditional, only use in traditional  
designs. Justify is hard to make 
look good, use later in your career.

justify right
Align left is a very common and easy 
to read alignment. Align center is 
traditional, only use in traditional  
designs. Justify is hard to make 
look good, use later in your career.



Combining different types of alignment can yield dynamic and 
surprising layouts.



Roman letters are not designed to sit on top of one another. 
Capital letters form more stable stacks than lowercase. Cen-
tering the column helps to even out the difference in widths.


